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Names of Trustees

Mrs Lee Mosley President
Mrs Liz Middleton Chair
Mrs Rosemary Rymer Secretary
Mr Barry Moorhouse Treasurer
Miss Annette Bedford Bookings Secretary

Mr Tom Burr MBE Trustee
Mrs Judith Cole Trustee
Mrs Elizabeth Grey Trustee
Mrs Zoe Mitchell Trustee
Mr Oliver Morison Trustee
Mrs Marilyn Simcox Trustee
Mr Colin Simcox Trustee

Mr Alan Gibbons Representative for Ansford PC
Mrs Sally Snook Representative for Castle Cary TC

Our Bankers are Barclays Bank plc, Market Place, Castle Cary BA7 7AJ and our Insurer’s
Towergate MIA (Policy No CARY01CR01) arranged through Wood Insurance Services Ltd.

Governance
The Charity’s governing document is the Constitution of the Caryford Community Hall
Association as amended at the Annual General Meeting on 29th May 1997. Both the land
and building are owned by the Caryford Community Hall Association.

Appointment of Trustees

The Constitution governs the appointment of Trustees and the management of the charity.
The Chairman, Vice Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary and such other honorary officers as
the Association shall from time to time decide, are elected at the Annual General Meeting
held in June each year.



The general management of the affairs of the Association are directed by a General
Committee which meets not less than 6 times a year.    The General Committee consists of
the Honorary Officers, any representative put forward by Ansford Parish Council, Castle Cary
Town Council, South Somerset District Council and Somerset County Council.  User groups
can also nominate a representative to the Committee and are encouraged to do so.

There are no paid staff. The Trustees receive no remuneration but out of pocket expenses
incurred on behalf of Caryford Hall are repaid.

The objectives of the Charity

The object of the Association is to provide a community centre for the inhabitants of the
Parishes of Castle Cary and Ansford and all inhabitants within a two mile radius of parish
boundaries without distinction of sex, political, religious or other opinion.    To provide
facilities in the interest of social welfare for recreation and leisure with the object of
improving the conditions of life for the said inhabitants.

The Trustees are pleased to report that these objectives continue to be met with the Hall
fully booked for much of the week with a wide range of activities for all ages – for example
Tiddlywinks Toddler Group, Dance Classes, Judo, Majorettes, Yoga, Short Mat Bowls, Short
Tennis, Singing for the Brain, U3A, monthly lectures, Cinema in Caryford (Moviola), Scottish
Reels.

The hall continues to be used for family celebrations, children’s parties, blood doning, Parish
Council meetings.   We lost one regular booking this year (Martial Arts) due to a drop in
numbers, but the increased showing of films by Moviola, more than compensated for this.

We continue to press ahead with our plans for improvements to the hall and a large
extension.   This will provide extra space for a wider range of activities as well as bringing
more theatre and music to Ansford,  Castle Cary and the surrounding villages.   Planning
permission was granted in February and the challenge now is to focus on the finer detail of
the design in terms of building materials, fixtures and fittings and energy efficiency to not
only keep the capital costs down but to ensure we have a building that is easy to maintain,
easy to clean and cheap to run.

We have embarked on another round of visits to village halls, to learn from the successes
and failures of halls built or extended in the last ten years and have already benefited from
this exercise.   Our aim is to have a detailed building specification, detailed drawings and
have gone out to tender before the end of the year so that 2016 will be the year of a huge
fundraising and grant making campaign.     This is your hall, if you would like to be part of
this, in any way, please let us know.

In the meantime we have recognised the great discomfort that people experience when
sitting on our chairs for any length of time and have launched a chair sponsorship appeal to
replace 200 of the chairs in the main hall with more comfortable upholstered ones.



During the last year, we have also been busy with discussions with Somerset County Council
on the future management of the Swainson Building which is currently managed from the
Balsam Centre in Wincanton. We would be running this in exactly the same way that we
run Caryford Hall with hiring agreements, conditions of hire etc.    Somerset County Council
continue to own the building but are leasing it to us for a two-year trial term.

The hardest part has been trying to clarify who owns what within the building and who pays
what, but we are almost there and hope to progress discussions with Somerset County
Council on the lease and partnership agreement.

Minutes of regular meetings are now posted on the noticeboard in the foyer and available
for all to see.   Routine maintenance to the boiler, fire extinguishers, electrical equipment is
carried out annually and monthly maintenance checks ensure we keep on top of any
maintenance issues.

We have upgraded the sound system to counter the intermittent problems we have
encountered throughout the year, where a system which was working one moment, wasn’t
working the next to the irritation and frustration of everyone.

We were pleased Hallmark 3 was renewed this year, and that we continued to meet the
requirements for Hallmarks 1 and 2, which means we are accredited for Hallmarks 1, 2 and 3
until 2017. We were also delighted to be awarded the District Award for South Somerset
which is recognition for the hard work that the Management Committee put in to the
management of our hall.

As ever, Caryford Hall would not function as it does, without the hard work and support of
the Management Committee, our cleaner and our maintenance man.   This has been a
particularly busy year for the hall not just with routine management/maintenance issues but
also with work on the extension project, the new fundraising group and the Swainson
Building.    Everyone who uses the hall is fortunate to have such a willing group of people
working in the background to ensure that Caryford Hall continues to be a real asset for the
whole community, not just now but for the foreseeable future.

Liz Middleton
Chair
9th June 2015


